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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

01 P A R T  1

The Psychology of Sound Manipulation

Sound designers, composers, and advertisers use sophisticated techniques to bypass our rational

thinking and directly influence our emotions. Understanding these techniques is essential media literacy.

02 P A R T  2

Advertisement Analysis

Choose a TV commercial, movie trailer, or video game trailer to analyze. Answer:

Media analyzed:

What product/content is being sold?

What emotions is the soundtrack trying to create?

Identify specific musical techniques used:

Tempo: Mode (major/minor):

Dynamics: Instrumentation:

How does the music support the persuasive goal of the advertisement?

03 P A R T  3

Create a Sound Manipulation Guide

Design a guide teaching others how to recognize emotional manipulation in media sound. Include:

p r o j e c t . o r gp r o j e c t . o r g
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At least 4 specific techniques and what emotions they create

Examples from real media (movies, games, commercials)

Tips for listening critically

Technique 1: Technique 2:

Technique 3: Technique 4:

Critical Listening Tips:

04 P A R T  4

Critical Questions

Is emotional manipulation through music ethical? When does it cross a line?

How is sound manipulation similar to the visual manipulation shown in the Mini Museum? How is it

different?

M I N I  M U S E U M  D E E P  D I V E

Victorian magic shows used sound effects to enhance visual illusions — footsteps, thunder, ghostly moans.

The manipulation of multiple senses made tricks more convincing.

Research: How do modern films combine visual and audio manipulation to create emotional responses?

minimuseumproject.org/exhibit ions/seeing-is-deceiv ing

S H A R E  W I T H  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

Present your Sound Manipulation Guide to your family. Then watch something together and identify the

techniques in real-time.


